# Tim Austen’s garden design for Bloom 2013.

Tim makes
finals touches to
Bloom garden

WITH ONLY days remaining befaore the opening of
Bloom 2013, the final touches are being made to the
stunning Giardino della Mostra conceived and creat-
ed by Tim Austen.

Tim, an award winning landscape des1gner with a
studio in Wicklow town, promises this year’s entry
will be his most ambitious yet.

He says, ‘an enormous amount of thought, innova-
tion and of course hard work has gone into this, what
were hoping will be a winning entry. None of it
would have been possible if an entire team of talent-
ed artisan contributors hadn’t given their all to pull
the project together’

Giardino della Mostra will be sponsored by Garden-
world of Kilquade and features include original
stonework from specialists StoneArt, Travertine
paving from Millbrook Paving Centre, Ballylusk Stone
from Wicklow and water feature equipment supplied
by N.J. Power.

All the garden’s excellent quality plants, trees,
shrubs and flowers were supplied by Gardenworld.

Conor O’Brien talks to gold medal winner Tim Austen

WICKLOW resident Tim Austen recently won
a gold medal in the large garden category at
this year’s Bloom Garden Festival for his gar-
den, christened Giardino della Mostra.

The garden made a strong impression on the
judges and public alike and received visits and
compliments from President Michael D. Hig-
gins and Taoiseach Enda Kenny.

‘People are just falling over for it, said Tim.
‘We're really, really chuffed with the result. 'm
spinning cartwheels here’

A landscape architect by profession, Tim
branched into garden design five years ago
and has gone on to design gardens across the
country.

This piece - sponsored principally by Gar-
denworld Kilquade - is Tim’s third success at
Ireland’s foremost gardening festival, having
previously garnered top honours for his
Mount Usher Garden (inspired by the Ashford
site of the same name) in 2008 and The Gar-
den Lounge in 2009.

Giardino della Mostra (“garden of exhibits” in
Italian) is intended to capture the essence of Wick-
low as well as encourage gardeners of all abilities
to create their own designs.

Tim drew inspiration for the garden from the
National Garden Exhibition Centre in Kilquade,
with its avenue framed by beech hedging, hoping
to translate this into a single show garden.

Giardino della Mostra is bisected by a single

2 TOP: Tim Austen hanging around in Gardino Della Mostra
(pictured above).

travertine pathway with four archways and a water
feature comprising four fountains. It includes a
seat created specifically by Gorey-based artist
Colm O'Toole and a mosaic panel composed by
stone artist Sunny Weiler. The focal point of the
garden is a wall expertly assembled from artistical-
ly-placed stone by members of the Dry Stone Wall
Association of Ireland.

The garden also boasts three different styles of
planting, including heather and grasses surround-

ing moss-coated rocks from Woodenbridge
intended to evoke the Wicklow Mountains,
box hedging complimented by lavender and
roses reflecting Tim’s relaxed style and multi-
stemmed white birch at the end of the gar-
den overshadowing a carpet of woodland
plants.

Very much a collective endeavour, the gar-
den took three weeks to construct, with the
team (comprising both paid staff and volun-
teers) remaining on site for up to 17 hours a
day to ensure it was completed on time.

was a previously unemployed man from Ark-
low whom Tim hopes he can provide further
work for in the future.

‘He did a terrific job in the garden, Tim
enthused. ‘Bloom is a wonderful show. There
are people who get work out of it, and when

raderie and everyone just wants to do as well
as possible.

Among those employed in its construction
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ate the garden including Total Ground Care in

Bray who supervised the construction, Millbrook

Paving in Delgany who supplied the travertine,
Ballylusk Stone in Ashford and King Compost in
Redcross.

Tve had a fabulous team working around me
this year and great support from Wicklow busi-
nesses at the show’
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