Caroline Allen

WITH many interiors shrink-
ing in size, it’s time to think
big when it comes to savvy
use of outdoor spaces.
Designer Diarmuid Gavin,
who launched the world’s
smallest garden centreinthe
windows of Brown Thomas,
Dublin, on Wednesday, with
all proceeds of products sold
going to Temple Street Chil-
dren’s Hospital, is attempting
to take the spotlight off the
shenanigans on the kitchen
countertop to the new room
outdoors.

Let’s go outside

“In the past orangeries and
gazebos were seen as only
for the wealthy but that think-
ing has definitely changed
over the last few years,” says
Gavin. “Now we have
embraced the whole idea of
enjoying our gardens and
increasing the amount of time
we spend in them.

“Men were always great
with the garden shed and the
move towards outdoor rooms
and offices is a kind of evolu-
tion of the humble garden
shed,” he remarks. “Now, one
of the main new require-
ments is for an outdoor room
or party space.”

The simple wooden struc-
ture at his London home that
acted as his office in the early
days now houses a fold-out
bed, loo and shower. “It’s the
slumber sanctuary of choice
for visitors from Dublin,” says
Gavin.

Shake aleg
Even compact gardens can
benefit from outdoor rooms,
Gavin contends. “The great
thing about garden rooms is
that they can allow home-
owners a sense of freedom
theymay not have had in the
design of their houses.
“Often people find them-
selves buying a concrete box
or a pebbledashed property
into which they’ve had no
‘input. However, if they can
look out from their house to
a garden room that they've
designed, it’s something that
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Gavin's gardens: Diarmuid (above) at the launch of the world's smallest garden centre in Brown Thomas; (right) his ‘designer’ rooms feature decking, waterfalls, clever planting and unusual sculptures

style of, and can enjoy,” says
Gavin. “It’s the one place
where you can really shake a
leg”

Outdoor builds generally
won’t require planning per-
mission and are cheaper than
an extension - most good
models come in around the
€20,000 mark, says Gavin.
“They are great for reflecting
light and can lighten the
whole feel of the garden.”

When it comes to creating
a room outside, it's impor-
tant to provide enough room
for your requirements, Gavin
counsels. Ifit’s an office you're
after, consider the key kit -
desk, chairs, storage and
other essentials -~ while for a
dining zone, ensure that a
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to eight people comfortably
can be accommodated.

An element of fun can also
work in the design. While
some very elaborate styles
are available, even a simple
shed can be cannily convert-
ed with the removal of one of
the walls.

Designer spaces

“Gardens, and especially
‘designed’ gardens, are en
vogue. The new garden is an
extension of the architecture
of the house. It’s an outdoor
room with pre-defined func-
tions, along with each of the
other rooms of the house,”
says Tim Austen, principal
landscape architect, Austen
Associates in Co Wicklow.

“UMhaoco Binotiane ara miile

tifarious, ranging from eating
and entertaining to sport and
play, simple relaxation and,
perhaps, even, God forbid, a
little gardening,” quips
Austen. “These days, gar-
dening - the growing and
tending of plants in the tra-
ditional horticultural sense
- isn’t what the majority of
people want to use their out-
door rooms for, and why
should they? That’s a spe-
cialist hobby.”

The hankering is for Some-
thing low-maintenance,
ready-made and aesthdtical-
ly appealing. “The m@dern
garden is'typified by
sive areas of hard lan
including paved areas,|
ing, mixed gravel and§tone
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spectacular water features
and plants grown, not in
flowerbeds, but in planters
and containers. Even the tra-
ditional lawn is taking a back-
seat,” he says.

“Designs are often mini-
malist, quirky, and aimto cre-
ate something unique for
each space. Think of the Big
Brother house and those out-
door showers. Or what about
having your own outdoor
jacuzzi? The possibilities are
endless,” says Austen.

Blurring the boundaries

The boundary between the
indoors and outdoors is being
broken down with seamless
surfaces running between
indoor rooms and the ter-
raraa and natin eanaces afthe

garden, says Austen. “Floor-
to-ceiling windows and slid-
ing doors that peel back to
bring the garden into the
house can contribute towards
integration of the indoor and
the garden space.”

As outdoor areas become
extensions of our living
spaces, sofas, day beds, coffee
tables, rugs and cushions are
being designed with an ‘in
out’ philosophy.

The proliferation of mod-
ern materials means any-
thing goes. “Wood rubs
shoulders with recycled plas-
tic, stainless steel and car-
bon fibre with natural stone.
The trend, however, should be
towards the use of sustain-
able materials with a reduced
carbon footnrint T.ocallv

sourced, natural materials
would be the ideal,” he says.

Calling in a designer
Rather than getting down
and dirty ourselves, most of
us are calling in a garden
designer or landscape archi-
tect to make the dream a real-
ity.
“Whether it's a small court-
yard, roof garden, apartment
terrace, suburban garden or
country estate, the designer
will bring your ideas togeth-
er in a plan that suits your
intentions, aspirations and
budget,” Austen says.
“However, whoever you
choose to deal with your
design, it’s important to note
that in the same way that the
huilder of the honse is not

DIARMUID Gavin, along with
otherwell-known faces such as
Germy Ryan, Grainne Seoige, Dave
Fanning, Lucy Kennedy and
Kathryn Thomas, will manthe |
Brown Thomas window one-of-a-
kind garden centre over the next
three weeks.
- Thewindows tell the story of
the evolution of different garden
styles, each reflecting a different
scene: English, Irish, French and
Italian, One windowalso
shewcases anillustration of

| Gavirlsentry atthe Chelsea
| Flower Show (22:26 May), Select

some potted plants or wellies
from the kiosk and do your bit for
the development of a dedicated
cysticfibrosis and respiratory unit
at Temple Street,

the same as the architect, the
landscaper is not the same
as the designer.”

Clever ideas
Where space isn’t an issue,
zoning an exterior area and
creating raised and sunken
areas can ensure a real wow
factor. A raised area can pro-
vide a spectacular dining area
while a sunken area can host
a funky playground. “Any
change in level will create
inherent interest in the gar-
den and a sense of excite-
ment. However, both options
are expensive,” says Gavin.
Sprucing up your garden
though doesn’t always have to
involve huge outlays. Railway
sleepers or cubes of wood
can be used to create the per-
fect pleasure zone. “Be inven-
tive. Go to yourlocal sawmills
and reflect what you want,”
he advises. e
‘While exterior lighting can
make for a magical ambience,
even taking the simple step of
putting candles in jam jars
or bringing out the Christ-
mas decorations will add a
bit of sparkle to summer
oatherines.

aIaunquI@aulqeledl 0} Suolysagans pue suojuldo ‘SjusLULIOD N0k puss auIqeIer) LISIoY :10yp3

ALisdo)jounauil

1 fadoud je1piswiwio)
11 Aadoud seasiong

0T SIoLa)u|

6 SaWOY MON

8 A1unod maiA uQ
¥ JuSijiods ealy

¥ uligng meiAuQ

2 10300p days100(]



