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Bloom

Bloomin' lovely

Excited gardeners from all parts descended on the Phoenix Park
last weekend for the second Bloom garden festival — and they weren't
disappointed, writes Mairead Lavery.

HE first thing I noticed at Bloom

was Catriona Byrne’s hanging

baskets. Luxuriant would hardly

describe their bounty. She told
me she started her business - “Bloom-
ing Baskets” — 23 years ago, when the fu-
ture didn’t look great for Irish tomatoes.
The baskets are planted up in January,
and she now has commercial contracts
nationwide.

The show gardens looked great, espe-
cially the bigger ones; however, some really
were just for show and not practical from
either a climate or pocket perspective for
most people. I like to see attainable gar-
dens: something that with a bit of work you
might re-create and, for that reason, I was
very taken with the Failte Ireland garden.

An herbaceous border ran the full
length of a lawn and it was full of alli-
ums, lupins, osteospermun - plants you
can pick up in most good garden centres.
1 particularly liked the planting of Stipa
Gigantea Golden Oats grass in a setting
of sea stones.

Another garden that caught my eye was

“Inspiration from Mount Usher” (main
picture), designed by Tim Austen. It had
a 4m x 8m “river”, containing 6,000 litres
of water, that looked totally realistic. The
banks were made with natural stone and
were planted with irises, primulas and
astilbes.

For those with a good-size deck or patio,
Max Kemper’s moveable planter system is
aclever idea. The various sized planters are
on castors so can be rearranged with ease,
ensuring the best display is always to the
front. You even have the option of a move-
able hedge - really handy for when the
wind changes direction.

A Gold Medal winner at this Bord Bia
event — and well done to the organisers —
was Paul Martin’s Pfizer Health and Well-
ness Garden, and it was gorgeous. Build
over three levels, it had the wow factor
- especially the densely-planted edible
garden. Walls were painted with Farrow
and Ball Olive, and I can see that colour
creating a new trend.

B TENT TOWN

It was in the marquees that you needed to
keep tight hold of your handbag; tempta-
tion was everywhere. Heritage Bulbs from
Tullynally, Co Westmeath ran out of Lily of
the Valley and bewitched everyone with
an eye-catching display of alliums.

Pat Fitzgerald of Fitzgerald Nurseries
in Stoneyford, Co Kilkenny was literally
fending people off who wanted his amaz-
ing dicentra Blue Belle. “I brought some
to sell exclusively at Bloom, and they were
gone in the first hour,” he said. His range
of low-growing, compact clematis was
also flying out the door. Also in demand
was the Raymond Ellison purple clematis
Rebecca — at the moment it can only be
bought at the Arboretum in Co Carlow.

In the week when Sex and the City ar-
rived back on the big screen, there had
to be a shoe stand — albeit a stand sell-
ing shoes suitable for gardening. And yes,
you've guessed: the women were drawn to
it like moths to a flame.

Altogether it was a great show and a
great day out.&




