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Moriartys Gift shop is located at the enteance of the world cenowsned Gap of Dunloe, near : {
Killarney. Opened in 1964 by Michael and Margaret Moriarty the store predominantly ‘|‘|
operates in the coach tour market, welcoming visitors as they enjoy The Ring of Kerry "ﬁ'.
tour. Over the years Moriarty's has a carned a great repuiation fox {t's quality.. both of H‘}
merchandise and service. 1
'
i
2014 will mark the 50th auniversary of the shop. Today, the next generation of the |
Moriarty's operate the store. Denis Pio and wife Ailish hope to mark the 50th anniversary "
by adding substantially to what Moriarty’s offer at their location. - A/

The early Moriartys Shop, civca 1964
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A large gardeo is being developed along with a fantastic viewing area of the actual Gap.
Planting has already taken place on this area and it will be ready for 2014,

A new concrete stairway has been constructed to allow the visitor up onto the raised area,

to the rear of the current building, This area will offer the visitor the chance to learn

about the beautiful view in front of them, with extensive information available under

various headings... such as Geology / History / Story of Tourism at the Gap / Flora and

Fauna / Lakes and Rivers / Mountain Walks. These information points will be arranged

around our planned garden, each one direc tly overlooking the Gap.
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Well-known garden designer, Tim Austen, has designed both a beautifol and productive garden 1o

complement the new Gap of Dunloe shop and café.

Using many native Irish plants in his design, Tim’s proposals include for the creation of 2 garden ot

interpretation at the uppers level that includes viewing platforms with information boards on the Gap ;
|
|

of Dunloe’s wildlife, geology and culvural history.

Next to the café there is a natural children’s play area built from mainly wood and natural materials
and from here there are new walks in to the lower garden and to the tranquil river Loe that runs across

; '
the grounds.
£

Next to the café there will be an extensive fruit,

veg and herb garden...
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Taking inspiration from the natural Jandscape and teaditions at the Gap, a spival-shaped gevden b
been designed that includes grasses and flowe ring perennials as well as edible plants and herbs that will
supply the café with food. New pathways provide access to the grounds and serpentine dry-stone walls
and individual stone “eggs” punctuate the planting te making this garden of interest both to the casual

visitor and the lover of good gardens.

The adjoining field is to be retained as a wet gyassland nieadow fur the benefit of widlife and there are
pathways alongside the river and new seating areas from where the gardens and landscapes of the Gap

V2

can be enjoyed.

Taking inspiration from the natural landscape and traditions at the Gap,

a spiral-shaped garden has been designed...

S
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At Moriarry's, our vision is to produce fresh, simply prepared, seasonal food at a vibrant new venue at

the spectacular Gap of Dunlee.
The cafe will sit on the grounds of a market garden that includes extensive polytunnels where we will
sork with nature roduce much of the fruit, vegetables, salads and herbs for our This means
work with nature to produce much of the fiuit, vegetables, salads and herbs for our menu. This means

that the food we produce and serve can truly be served at its best

L

- fresh and in season.

At Moriarty’s, our vision is to produce fresh, simply prepared, seasonal food
'y ) Pre;
at a vibrant new venue...

West Elevation
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x As well 25 our owo produce, we will take advantage of the wealth of local artisan food producers,

organic fagmers and wild Adaatic seafood that the South West of Ireland has to offer.

r.
We befizve that this vision, along with the quality of service that Moriarty's name has been
} synonymous with for 50 years, will lead to an unforgettable dining experience.

As well as our own produce, we will take advantage of the wealth of local

artisan food producers, organic Jarmers and wild Atlantic seafood...

North Elevation

WWW. IHOI‘iH['Q/S de



| MORIARTY’S

[ERE THE GAP BEGINS

Sample information available to the visitor on various aspects of the natural history of the

: c . i o ~ s g Sy
Gap of Dunloe including Flora, Fauna, Geology, Glaciology, Woodlands & Hedges, Bogs

Archaeology, History, Tourism, Community and more.

{
|

FLORA

[reland’s native plants are the species that arrived here after the last ice age, After a great
| melt at the end of the last glacial period in these parts some 15,000 years ago, plants
began to artive again in as a result of wind-blown seeds and in the tummies of migratory

& birds and animals spreading northwards.

In the last 5000 years or so, Ireland’s climate has been temperate and wet and much of
our soils io the Gap and on the surrounding mountains are peaty, acidic and poor in

nutrients.

Some of the plants that live in these parts have developed peculiar strategies which enable
them to supplement their scant nutrient supply. Of the nutrients which are in short
supply in bogs, nitrogen gas is probably the most important and despite this being the

most abundant efement in our atmosphere, plants are unable to use it’s in this form.




Carnivores!
And so, one little group of exquisite plants has overcome this
hurdle by becoming, carnivorous (meat eaters!). In particular
in fact, insectivorous. These plants capture insects, dissolve
them and use the nitrogen compounds from the insect bodies
for their growth.

Sundew / Drucht na Ména
One such insectivorous plant is the Sundew. On it’s leaves the
sundew has long hair-like glands, each with a blob of sticky
mucilage, which traps insects. Once pry has been caught, the
hairs curls inwards, drawing the insect into the centre of the

leaf where it is dissolved and utilised by the plant.

The Greater Butterwort
Regarded by many botanists as Ireland’s most beautiful flower
\ and often referred to locally; The Kerry Violet , this beauty has
sticky, buttery-yellow leaves which trap small insects and, like
ti sundews, the leaves of this plant have glands scattered over

their surfaces which exude digestive juices capable of reducing

a bug to a nutritious drink in days!

Sphagnum Moss

This is the key element in building an Irish blanket
bog-without this moss, there would be no bogs! The plant
grows upwards, the lower parts of the moss die and become
peat. Some Sphagnum plants grow only a few mm each year.

Others grow up to 10cm in a year!

The close structure and hollow natare of it’s cells allow this
plant hold enormous quantities of water — 20 times it’s own
weight in water! Sphagnum mosses grow from spores which are
produced in fruiting bodies called capsules. When the spores
are ripe, pressure builds up in the capsule until its lid is blown

off, sending the spares shooting into the air.

The spores grow into a tiny moss plant. As the tip or head of
the plant grows upwards, the lower parts of the moss die and
become peat. Some Sphagnum plants grow only a few mm each

year. Others grow up to 10cm in a year!

Without Sphagnum mosses there would be no bogs in Ireland.
Bogs have a living surface which is made of a carpet of
Sphagnum mosses. This is floating on a thick layer of partly
rotted plant material that is soaking wet. This is why when you

walk across the surface of a bog it feels bouncy.

A natural antiseptic, this plant has been used throughout
history and in particular in times of war, in bandages to soak
blood and aid clotting, hence the name Blood Moss and in

medieval times, it was used by women in menstruation.

Lefi: Sample information available to the visitor on various
aspects of the natural history of the Gap of Dunloe including
Flora, Fauna, Geology, Glaciology, Woodlands & Hedges, Bogs,

Archacology, History, Tourism, Community and more,
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