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Bloom draws more than 106,000 visitors as rain stays '_away

FIONAGARTLAND

After more than 30,000 ice
creams and a run on pies,
Bloom festival organisers fold-
ed uptheir tents yesterday even-
ing for another year,

The popular combination of
gardening and food meant the
festival, now in its eight year,
has managed to double attend-
ance since 2007.

More than 106,000 people
hadvisited the five-day horticul-

ture and food event in Dublin’s:

Phoenix Park, down by 4,000
on 2013.

In spite of poor forecasts for
Sunday and yesterday, the
rain stayed away. Bestsellers
atthe eventincluded chef Don-
al Skehan’s Skoff pies, which
were sold out by lunchtime yes-
terday, as were Cais farm-
house cheeses and chopping
boards from Caulfield Coun-
try Boards. :

Gardensrelocated

Among those who will benefit
from this year’s event are hospi-
tals and nursing homes around
the country when elements of
the 30 show gardens that were

ES

ondisplay are relocated.

The Barretstown & Glanbia
Sowing the Seeds of Magic gar-
denwill be transported in full to
Barretstown camp for sick chil-
drenin Kildare.

Its designer, Tim Austen,
won the People’s Choice Award
yesterday.

The Limerick City of Culture
Garden will be rebuiltin the me-
dieval quarter of Limerick.
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President blooming over talent in garden festival

Michael D Higgins praises festival and says
food producers give real hope for the future

RONAN McGREEVY

Of the hundreds of engage-
ments carried out by President
Michael D Higgins, none are as
closeto his heartas opening the
Bloom Festival in Phoenix
Park. 5

The President toured the
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show gardens yesterday on the
first day of the festival and his
ardour was not dampened by
heavy nnn which sent the thou-

na. Many clamoured for a pho-
tograph of the first couple and
one woman thrust five coins
into the President’s hands, each
one symbolising a square metre
of Irishsoil.

Luckily, itappears the weath-
er has done its worst for the
weekend. Fine weather, with
temperatures tipping 20 de-
greeq are forecast for tomor-

ly Tying
for shelter.

Neither did it dampen the ar-
dour of many in the crowd for
the President and his wife Sabi-

Dennis for his large Renault
Zo‘e':ACityLi.feGardm"

dMon-
dayw:llbe mixed.

Mr Higgins said the Bloom
festival exemplified the “real
economy” of food producers

and crafts people and a sense of
community. He said it was the
“ploughing championships for
urban dwellers”.

Mr Higgins praised Irish
food producers for increasing
exports to Britain by 40 per
centinthe past five yearsand by
30 per cent to the United States
despite the global recession.

He referenced his recent
State visit to the UK and said
the presentation made by Bord
Bia in Britain had been one of
the most remarked upon as-
pects of his visit.

The President toured the
food village and remarked on
the number of young entrepre-
neurs making their way in the
industry.

These were the type of peo-
ple, he said, who gave him hope
for the future.

“Itis doing whatis bestin the
mostresponsible way in human
skills and in produce. My wish
only is that more and more of
the young people that you see
around the place will be able to
stay here (in Ireland) and make
theirlivelihoods.

“If you want to see a place
that breaks down any artificial
barriers between rural and ur-
ban, come to Bloom and you
willsee them.”

He praised the restorative
powers of gardening but also
the “importance of wildness”.

Among the gardens the Presi-
dent toured was the winning
garden, the Renault Zoe: City
Life Garden designed by Kevin
Dennis. “I came for gold, but I
didn’t expect to get the catego-
ry as well,” said the Raheny de-
signer.
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