TALK THE
TALK

Tim Austen: Stay small and
compact.

Tim Austen,
landscape architect
and judge on RTE’s
Super Garden talks
to Niamh Hennessy

Tell us about yourself and
the line of work you're in?
| run an award-winning
landscape architecture
design practice, Austen
Associates,

What was your first job
and how much were you
paid?

Working as a volunteer
officer for the British Trust:
for Conservation
Volunteers in Chester in
Britain.

What is your best
investment and why?

. The staff that have worked
with me and supported
Austen Associates since its
inception in early 2007.
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What has been your worst

investment and why?
An Ad-sized
fax/telephone/printer/
scanner/copier machine.

What is the most
expensive item you have
purchased apart from your
house and car?

My wife and | invested in a
plot of land in Romania,
where she is from
originally. '

Whom do you most
admire in business and
why? :
My mother. Although she
recently retired, she built
up a successfui catering
business from scratch
during the height of the
recession-in the 80s and -
she sold it at the height of
the Celtic Tiger boom.

What is your most pfized
possession and why?
My Blackberry phone.

What is the best piece of
business advice you have
received?

Stay small and compact.

What is pressing your
passion button and why?

| am really interested in the
grow-your-own :
phenomenon and how that
integrates with traditional
garden design
requirements.

What drives you to
succeed and why?

I am really passionate
about landscape design
and | want to share my
knowledge and expertise
to create a better living
environment for all.




