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“Living long in the memory

The most successful gardens at
the Bloom festival showed both
imagination and experimentation

LOOM IS WELL gone by now, but the

bank holiday garden festival has left a

bunch of images and ideas in my head.

An abiding memory, besides the summer

heat (two words that we have not been
able to place side-by-side for three years) was
that despite the vastly reduced budget, the
whole event was vibrant and cheerful, with inter-
esting patches of ingenuity.

I'm not a fan of bling in the garden, and there
was mercifully little of it this year. And while I
don’t usually much care for plastic either, I was
pleasantly surprised by the composite decking
on Tim Austen’s gold-medal-winning Garden
Lounge garden.

The material, made by Irish company Earth-
wood (www.earth-wood.com) is a blend of very :
fine reclaimed sawdust (known as wood flour)
and reclaimed and recycled polyethylene in ap-
proximately equal proportions.

It doesn’t look exactly like wood, but it doesn’t
look unwholesomely artificial either. It’s more
expensive than wooden decking, but has greater
longevity, is slip resistant, and doesn’t need stain-
ing or treating, other than occasional scrubbing
or power-washing. It is also more malleable than
timber, as was demonstrated in Tim’s garden,
where the edging was easily bowed to follow the
elegant swoop of the deck’s profile.

There were more acceptable synthetics in the
Irish-made planters on Maximilian Kemper’s
ECOlogic garden (www.maximizedesign.ie).
The simple, rectangular containers, fabricated
from dark-grey recycled plastic, are mounted on
invisible, industrial-strength castors. These
allow you to zoom your vegetation around your
patio or balcony, which is especially useful in
tight spaces, or - for instance - if you’re going
away for a few days and want to move plants into
the shade, where they won’t dry out.

Some of the planters had been fitted with two-
metre-tall back panels from which hung clever : SOING GREEN
planting pockets - a bit like those fabric shoe =~ Clockwise from top:
organisers — filled with herbs, strawberries, : green roof by Anl Green;
ferns and trailing plants. The pockets are made ' the Keelings ‘Fruits of
of polyester felt, sewn with nylon thread, so that | the Forest' garden;
they don’t rot, and an irrigation system is . composite decking in
required to keep it all watered and fed. It’s a bit - Tim Austen's ‘Garden
fiddly, but an impressive way of greening a wall = Lounge’; Micheal Devitt
instantly. of Newlands Garden

Living walls or “vertical gardens” were popu-  Centre sets up his stand.
larised by Patrick Blanc, the flamboyant Parisi- = PHOTOGRAPHS:
an whose work includes greening the sides of - JONATHAN HESSION;
enormous office buildings - something I'd love ' DAVID SLEATOR; ALAN BETSON
to see in Dublin. Green walls are one of the ways
in which water can be better managed in cities:
either by filtering “grey water” (such as the
waste from sinks) or by utilising the rainwater
that collects on roofs.

Ani Green Designs from Cork city (www.anu-
green.ie) demonstrated this and other
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