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Not your

average
shed, Ted

Alternat 15
were inspiring at the recent
Bloom garden festival

HEM I WAS locking at the show

garderia in Bloom s weekiends aga,

[ was inrigued by the siructures thar

thee deskgners chose for their spaces,

They were a million miles vy fram
the fla-pack shed or summer howse that most
of us end up with in our gardens — g then
wointher b sy can disguiee {8 too-orange
rimber.

There were three in particular thae 1 would
Fave foved o have hroughe Home to my awn
parden - if 4 had 3 space lorge enough o

soch o diverse trio (and a few
thousand euro ling about to fund them), All
were obwitusly hand-crafied, ind avsech, had
the kind of hapesty that imibues a thing that bs
the prodect of human dexterity and creativity.

The firse was the nigst in Focus Freland s A4
Mﬂmmmmmw
Damion Costello, with significant inpor From the
chiends of Focps Trefand = people wha had:
experiencsd homelessness, At the heart of the
beawmifuly-plonted space was the shelter, o
hybrad borwien a teepes and an sp-tuned
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BLOOM GARDEN
STRUCTURES
Clockwise from abowe:
Willow nest in Focus
Ireland garden, designed
by Damian Costello:
gazebo designad and
made by Christy Cotlard,
im Tim Austen's garden:
sating in Anma
Hamilton's The Orb

Hﬂmmmﬁﬁ

! O Dills flane's mm structures out of what is growing in
| ks Seacrest, Knocknaoarre, | 99 own woodlands”, It is a gemle

willow basket. 1t had been made by the designer,
a willow weaver, ani-a team from Focus Lreland,
Ik rosmided conours and embracing
woven-work made a warm, secret and safe
00000,

O all the exhibics in Bloom, this oae had a
visceral effect on me {and on 2 log of other
visitors o) i managed to convey the feeling
thar somieane had past vacated i, or thint it was
wakting for the mext o-oepant. 1is nterior
resonated with hamon presence, I§ was the kind
of pace that, when 1 was 3 child, Twosld have
loved o have spent an afternotn in, cither
alonie, or with a special [riend, According 1o
Andrew Wilson, oo of the show garden fudges.
a pair of finches were in residence when the
Judging panel arrived, and wese picking over the
gronend msade — 5o it had wan the avian seal af
appraval alsn,

In Tim Ansten’s Growdee Garden, Chrissy
Collard’s larch and PBooglas fir gazebo
iwoodspiraldesigns. com) was delighflly
mesmersEng. with itz concentric roandels af
amber-colourad larch cushinned with moss. It
was an organic-looking strocture, sheying the
chythmsof nature, and looked 28 if it might have
been put mgether by a hive of industrioos bees.
The marerials were all smteainably growns and
harvested, invcludbng the mose, which the
Coliards have in plenty in thetr woodland at the
family nuréery business, Future Foress, near
Bantry.

Christy's wark will be known to visiiors io the
Electric Pacnbe; be hax made several :
hnnid-crafred wmber stages and pagodas there,
Heworks chosely with hiz chiens. Every

- comstrisction i different, but ailare

. insrantly recogmisable. His aim i v
mnwﬂm Wi e “oreane beautiful

ot the Batlymooneen Road, A sppromch o batlding that draws
Gabwayiis m;—w | Fighitly on the planet's resosrces.
toamorow [Sunday, / His stroctures s at around
-Junie T8th), Donations lor £5,000, wnd Tesve a ifeagan of at
boeat charftles Jmiﬂyuu

InAnne Hamibton's The Oeh
{loxgardens, com) there was more

skilied handiwork. fn this case, the focal point of
the garden was a pear-semd-circular seazing srea
made of native larch znd oak (the lnmer was
taeed for the foatiang, where the strictuse was in
contact with the ground), Grear arcs of bareh
curved above the Cshaped benel, like the rib
cage of a whale, or the skeleton of 5 boat. The
wimshwork wiss, in {act, made 2t a-famous Iesh
boatyard, Hegany's of Cddeonr, near
Skibhereen, The stricture (which coses around
€1:2,0000 15 51l loaking for a lome. b may be
o large fioie miost domesthe gardens, bt 1
would be perfecy conversition area for o
Bisimess canipus oF public space.

Rose week

Altamont Gardens, Tullow, Co Carlow:
Mersdkay e 208h to Friday June 24th.
Guidied tours (€2 por person) of the-rose
A DO ERTL.COmL



